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" Much of this argument is beside the question," will
rejoin our opponents. " The true point at issue is, not
whether individuals and companies outdo the State when
they come in competition with it, but whether there are
not certain social wants which the State alone can satisfy.
Admitting that private enterprise does much, and does it
well, it is nevertheless true that we have daily thrust upon
our notice many desiderata which it has not achieved, and
is not achieving. In these cases its incompetency is olb-
vious; and in these cases, therefore, it behooves the State
to make up for its deficiencies: doing this3 if not well, yet
as well as it can."

Not to fall back upon the many experiences already
quoted, showing that the State is likely to do more harm
than good in attempting this; nor to dwell upon the fact,
that, in most of the alleged cases, the apparent insuffi-
ciency of private enterprise is a result of previous State-
interferences, as may be conclusively shown; let us deal
with the proposition on its own terms. Though there
would have been no need for a Mercantile Marine Act to
prevent the unseaworthiness of ships, and the ill-treatment
of sailors, had there been no Navigation Laws to produce
these; and though were all like cases of evils and short-
comings directly or indirectly produced by law, taken out
of the category, there would probably remain but small
basis for the plea above put; yet let it be granted that,
every artificial obstacle being removed, there would still
remain many desiderata unachieved, which there was no
seeing how spontaneous effort could achieve. Let all this,
we say, be granted; the propriety of legislative action
may yet be rightly questioned. ,

For the said plea involves the quite unwarrantable
assumption that social agencies will continue to work only
as they are now working; and will produce no results but
those they seem likely to produce. It is the habjt of this